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A letter to residents from Hilary Harris, Chair of the Parish Council 

It's almost a year since I was elected as Chair of Bramhope & Carlton Parish Council.  Never in my wildest dreams 
did I imagine how that year would be ending.  The challenges that face the Parish Council pale into insignificance 
compared to those of millions of people throughout the world, but there have been issues to address.  Just 
before we reached the present situation of lock down, the Clerk and the Vice Chair went on holiday to Australia 
and South Africa respectively leaving me in charge!  Although I always have the other Parish Councillors to call 
upon for advice, we all rely on the guidance provided by Nicola, our Clerk, and the Vice Chair, John, is extremely 
supportive.  I have to say that I felt isolated but I shouldn't have worried; despite being on holiday and at the 
other side of the world, they kept in touch via email and WhatsApp.  They both had to cut short their holidays 
for which I am sorry, but I am so grateful to welcome them back. 

Parish Council business has to continue.  But on 23rd March meetings of more than two people were banned.  
How could we manage?  Once again Nicola and John provided invaluable help by setting up video conferencing 
to keep councillors in touch.  That is now the way forward for public bodies as you will read on Page 2.   

Those of you with the technology and know-how to may join us on Zoom for those meetings open to the public.  
Notices of meetings will appear on our website so keep that in mind if you have run out of things to do when 
social distancing! 

During the last few weeks I have seen so much kindness throughout the village.  My heart goes out to local 
businesses who have struggled to keep open and thought of innovative ways of doing so by offering delivery 
services.  Then there are individuals who have got together and are looking after those who are isolated and 
cannot leave their homes.  Technology has again proved to be invaluable.  Facebook is often criticised, but it is 
a great way of spreading the word about how to access help and what is on offer.  I do hope that when we all 
emerge from this dark tunnel you will remember the small businesses, that they will start up again and that you 
will support them as they have proved to be invaluable. 

(continued on Page 2) 
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The people of Carlton are even more isolated.  Ian Robinson, the Parish Councillor who represents them, is now 
in 13 week isolation but did take the opportunity to cycle around the area beforehand.  He reports that he was 
impressed by their positive attitude on how things will progress.  As you know, Carlton is in many respects a 
series of scattered hamlets or communities.  These each seem to be self-supporting and working for their near 
neighbours.  This is backed up by a number of WhatsApp groups and the use of FaceTime, etc.  On the plus side 
they are glad there is less speeding traffic going through their village! 

This Newsletter provides information on major sources of information and support.  And as usual, you can always 
contact Nicola, the Clerk, if you want help.  I am happy for you to contact me directly on 07742 927253 and I will 
offer whatever assistance I can. 

We are very fortunate to live in such a lovely village and to have so many people who are offering support with 
good humour. There always has and always will be a real community spirit here.  

I hope that you and your families all keep safe and well and look forward to the time when it will be business as 
usual!  

THE PARISH COUNCIL CONTINUES TO OPERATE  

Legislation has come into force that enables the Parish Council to hold meetings through video conferencing 
rather than in person as required by the 1972 Local Government Act.  These regulations apply to local authority 
meetings to be held before 7 May 2021.  The technology we are currently using for public meetings is Zoom 
though other tools are in use for working groups.  Appropriate security measures are in place.   

Public meetings will still be advertised on the website three days in advance and on the noticeboard on Breary 
Lane by the Knoll.  However, the new legislation gives the Parish Council wide powers to reschedule meetings 
at short notice if necessary.  Members of the public may attend public meetings via video conferencing but must 
indicate their intention to the Parish Clerk 24 hours in advance.  At that point they will be issued with a meeting 
invitation and appropriate sign in credentials.  (You will need Zoom and know how to use it, but as so many have 
found in recent days, it is straightforward.) 

Minutes of meetings will be recorded and posted for the public on the website in continuation of standard 
practice.  Financial controls are unchanged. 

Matters can still be raised with the Parish Council in the existing ways: completion of an enquiry form on the 
website, email or telephone contact with the Parish Clerk. 

To minimise risk to Parish Council employees, the Village Caretaker will only undertake essential maintenance 

Annual Parish Meeting - Postponed 

This was scheduled for Wednesday 20th May in St Giles Church Hall.  The agenda included reports on Parish 
Council finances, on activities in the last year and future plans.  It was intended to be the initial forum for 
consultation with residents on projects funded by CIL money.  The meeting will be held at a later date.  

TAKE YOUR DOG POO HOME WITH YOU! 

Please take your dog poo home with you and dispose of it in the black bin.  With so many 
employees self-isolating, Leeds City Council are devoting their limited resources in Waste 
Management to maintaining the Black and Green bin collections.  (Brown bin collections are 
currently suspended).  LCC do not have the staff to empty public litter bins so as bins are 
reported as being full, they will be emptied and sealed off until normal services can resume. 

So please do not dump dog poo bags on top of a sealed or already full bin, nor hang dog poo 
bags on tree branches for the Poo Fairy to magically collect.  Be considerate; use your head; 

Bag it; Take it home; Bin it. 
  

http://www.bramhopecarlton.org.uk/
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CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION AND SUPPORT 

Information on the situation is subject to rapid change.  So official websites are the best source of up to date 
information.  Some of the most vulnerable people do not have internet access.  If you are aware of someone in 
this position, please advise them of the support that is available. 

The Bramhope & Carlton Parish Council website has a Coronavirus information page from which the information 
below has been taken.  https://bramhopecarlton.org.uk/about/coronavirus-information-page/ 

Government guidance on self-isolation, social distancing and all things associated with the Coronavirus is at the 
Government’s official website https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus. 

Leeds City Council: 

• The Parish Council receives regular and frequent communication from Leeds City Council with regards 
to the Coronavirus and measures that are being put in place to protect and support those in need 
throughout the crisis. 

• LCC are keeping their website up to date to reflect the rapidly changing situation.  For all the latest 
information on council and local support in relation to coronavirus, and a roundup of changes to services 
visit https://www.leeds.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Support from Leeds City Council 

• Every household in Leeds will receive a leaflet in the next few days detailing the help and support that 
is available.  LCC are working with Voluntary Action Leeds and local organisations to provide additional 
support to ensure everyone gets the support they need 

• Hotline for Leeds 0113 378 1777.  Anyone unable to leave their home because of coronavirus, and 
worried because they don’t have family or friends who can help to get groceries and other essentials 
can ring the new dedicated hotline: 0113 378 1877.  You will be matched with local volunteers who can 
help. 

OPAL are leading support activity on behalf of LCC in the LS16 area working in partnership 
with 'Doing Good Leeds'.  OPAL have produced a leaflet detailing support in this area and 
useful information on topics such as opening hours for supermarkets and the Access Bus .  It 
can be found on the Parish Council website. 

Bramhope Coronavirus Community Help Group are a group of local residents volunteering to assist those who 
are self-isolated or unable to leave the home and cannot access basic services such as food shopping and 
prescription collection.  Most houses have had a leaflet drop offering a volunteer contact on their road.  They 
are receiving local referrals from OPAL 

To contact them or obtain more information: 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/778070069268563/ or search ‘Bramhope Coronavirus Community Help 
Group’ 

Email: bramhopecorona@gmail.com, bramhopecorona1@gmail.com, bramhopecorona2@gmail.com  

Phone: 07941 253361 (Sue Hogg) 07505 584314 (Sue Timme) 

are still open for business through their advice line and social media which means that 
they can still support carers in the Parish and beyond who need any support and 
advice..  Advice line number is 0113 380 4300. 
 

AN APPEAL Protecting our local NHS Workers 

If anyone has any masks or goggles, suitable for use by the staff at our local medical practice, please let me 
know.  Even those not up to the usual NHS specifications can be helpful at this time.  I have delivered items from 
two residents to Chevin Medical Practice today where I received a grateful thumbs up.  If you have anything 
similar at home, as long as it is sealed and unused then please let me know.  I will collect it and pass it on.  (For 
obvious reasons the practice does not want individuals turning up.)  Contact me on  harris.hilary71@gmail.com 
or telephone 07742 927253.  Thank you to the two lovely residents who have donated so far. 

Hilary Harris 

http://www.bramhopecarlton.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjUuMTkyODE3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5sZWVkcy5nb3YudWsvY29yb25hdmlydXM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.XSRkMU3ibI3ErGVge-bsBUDpKTU7dgU7OJo29Aav0N8%2Fbr%2F76593435619-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C506b9f304e8c4cabf38508d7d0e19f3b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637207539760412362&sdata=viEHmb6F4fbDEL9BTiYcPDyW6WRair23zGCw8qE0uBw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/groups/778070069268563/
mailto:bramhopecorona@gmail.com
mailto:bramhopecorona1@gmail.com
mailto:bramhopecorona2@gmail.com
mailto:harris.hilary71@gmail.com
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BRAMHOPE IN BLOOM  

As I write this article the sun is shining, the sky is blue and the spring flowers are blooming.  Much needed feel 
good factors at this unprecedented time.  We need to get out as the sun creates vitamin D, needed for our health 
and bones, and exercise is good for us both mentally and physically.  So gardening, shopping, walking all help. 
We have devised a quiz for you or your family:  a walk to any or all of the sites shown.  Bramhope is a beautiful 
village and has so much to offer for everyone.  Do you know where these are? 

    
1 2 3 4 

   
5 6 7 

   
8 9 10 

Clues: 1. A daffodil fairy ring? Guess this one & you can win more.  2. Beautiful purple flower nestled in oval 
stone bed.  3. Stop, take a look while you wait.  4. Daffodils point to a children's’ favourite.  5. Trachycarpus, not 
a dinosaur, in a place for hair dos, flowers & tablets.  6. ‘We will remember them’.  7. Look over the wall for 
something really ancient. 8. At the bottom or top rewards await you.  9. No cross words here at a meeting place 
past & present.  And, finally if you can make it - 10. A place for contemplation and memories 

In Bloom groups’ areas will not be judged this summer but, as usual, our nursery will be providing summer 
bedding, thanks to Alan at Riverside, and to our hard-working volunteers who will be planting them working 
individually.  If you see us out and about, please come and join us at a safe distance. 

Many thanks for all your words of appreciation and donations.  Janet Hobson (07919 087745) 

http://www.bramhopecarlton.org.uk/
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BRAMHOPE VILLAGE HALL 

This winter the village hall has been as busy as ever.  As well as the usual clubs and activities, we were delighted 
to host the first Dementia Friendly Cafe which proved to be very popular; hopefully this will be a regular event 
in the future.  We also hosted two weddings: one in December and the other in February.  Both couples were 
delighted with the venue.  Doesn’t the main hall look lovely fully decorated? (and before any renovations!). 

We were about to start the next phase of the Phoenix Project, and then suddenly we were all in lockdown!  As 
each and every regular group decided to stop their activities, I realised we needed to adapt and manage this 
situation as best we can. 

So, despite the Hall income disappearing overnight, I am pleased to inform you that the charity is in a sound 
financial position at the present time.  We have done a risk assessment and we can manage this year until you 
all return.  The disappointing news is that we were about to start work on the second phase of the refurbishment 
of the Hall this Easter, and this has had to be suspended.  The really good news is that the grants we have already 
been awarded are ring fenced (i.e. committed by the grant bodies to the Phoenix Project) so once we are able 
to return to normal life, we will be starting the renovations!  As soon as it is safe to do so, we will be installing 
new lavatories! (never thought I could be so excited about new loos!!). 

We planned to install new central heating as well this spring but there will be a careful review of our finances 
first.  We have some grant money for this, but the rest must come from our own funds.  We have not yet raised 
all the funding needed to complete the refurbishment of the Hall, so fundraising will continue. 

Incidentally, we were successful in every grant application in 2019, with grants from the Big Lottery Fund, Sports 
England, Leeds City Council, Bramhope & Carlton Parish Council.  And recently we received confirmation of the 
major grant from ACRE, the Government’s fund for village halls.  The Operations Group have worked so hard to 
achieve this: Campbell Cowan, Kate Fraser, Tony Garlick, Diane Vida and Peter Wright our Hall Manager - many 
many thanks for your hard work, professionalism and skills.  It has been a real joy to chair this group. 

So my message is your village hall will be waiting for you when you are all able to return.  

Until we meet again - Stay at home. Protect the NHS. Save Lives. 

Very best wishes 

Anne 

Anne Barrowman, Chair of the Trustees Board  07860 935144 mrsabarrowman@icloud.com    
Peter Wright, Hall Manager   0113 284 3361 craven.manager@gmail.com 

  

http://www.bramhopecarlton.org.uk/
mailto:mrsabarrowman@icloud.com
mailto:craven.manager@gmail.com
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After several months of planning the Care for a Cuppa café opened on March 3rd at the Village Hall.  (The 
photograph shows the volunteers ready to welcome the first guests.) 

We were absolutely delighted to 
welcome several people living with 
dementia along with their carers.  
Our first session was a welcome 
session with the aim of getting to 
know people and finding out what 
they would like from the café.  The 
visitors had lots of great ideas which 
we are planning to incorporate into 
future meetings.  We were also 
joined by two memory support 
workers from the Alzheimer’s 
Society who were able to chat with 
carers and give some advice.  The 
Village Bakery sent two enormous 
cakes for us and a local supermarket 

donated refreshments.  This was a real community event with businesses advertising for us, donating financially 
and paying for the rental of the hall.  Thank you to everyone involved!  

Unfortunately, as we speak the café has had to be put on hold but do not worry, we will be up and running again 
as soon as we can and in the meantime we are continuing to plan for the future.  If you are interested or know 
someone living with dementia please contact catherinebirkby@outlook.com Mobile 07821 626500 

PARISH COUNCIL CHARITY OF THE YEAR 

Our year of supporting Martin House draws to a close and once again the 
village has been extremely supportive and generous.  Not only have I 
fundraised through a raffle, a Name-The-Bear competition, collections at 
events and the Table Tennis Challenge, but others have also raised funds, 
all contributing to the fantastic total of £2460.10 with some Gift Aid still 

to be added.  Many thanks to everyone for their contributions and a special mention for the Bramhope Bowls 
Club and the two churches for their fundraising. 

The charity that the Parish Council elected to support for 2020/2021 is Carers Leeds who provide information, 
advice and support for adult carers across Leeds.  This includes people caring for a frail, elderly parent or person 
with dementia, a child with a learning disability, a friend with a mental health problem or another caring role.  
Carers Leeds provides a much-needed service, especially in these unprecedented times. 

Unfortunately, because of the present situation, there will be 
little opportunity for fundraising this year, so the Council has 
decided that the support for this charity will carry over to 
2021/2022.  However, there is one date in the diary which is the 
Table Tennis Challenge on Tuesday 28th July 2020 at 10.00 am in 
Bramhope Village Hall.  This year I plan to play for 7 hours but I 
will have been out of practice so it may be a struggle! 

I hope that I can call on your support and generosity once again.  Many thanks. 

Hilary Harris  

Charity Liaison 
  

http://www.bramhopecarlton.org.uk/
mailto:catherinebirkby@outlook.com
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Headingley Flower Club at Bramhope 

Until Corvid-19, we continued to meet in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm on the first Friday of 
every month (except January and August) and meetings will resume as soon as possible.  We 
started the year with an enlightening talk by Mary Swan, a local garden designer who won 
an RHS Gold Medal at Chatsworth.  We were pleased to hear the excellent news that two 

members who entered the World Show for Florists received 'Commended'.  It is a huge achievement for them. 

The March demonstration was entitled “Oh What a Colourful” day and it was a delight 
to see such vibrant colours in her arrangements after the dreary weather.   

We had an exciting programme planned with workshops and demonstrations and we 
eagerly await the restrictions being lifted.  An intended workshop includes leaf 
manipulation which may be of interest to people who arrange flowers for Church.  
Sadly our visits have been cancelled but we will return to the LCC Nurseries and Arium 
and Goldsborough Hall for a tour of the house and gardens with a cream tea.  (We are 
always delighted to welcome guests to our demonstrations and workshops for a guest 
fee.) 

We wish all our members and readers good health during the coming months and to 
stay safe. 

Joy Smith  

07774 296196 
Facebook @HeadingleyFlowerClubatBramhope 
 
 

Last December we held our annual quiz.  This is our main fund raising event and this 
year, thanks to the generosity of all those who attended and a Club sponsor, Dave 
Macauley, we raised a record sum of £1,500.  We have used these funds to improve 
our clubhouse, undertake winter treatment on the bowling green in order to provide 
a good playing surface for the new season and other general maintenance work.  So, 
all was in place for the start of the new season on 21st March when the whole situation 

changed with the Covid-19 crisis.  Naturally the whole focus is on dealing with this awful virus and in common 
with other sporting and recreational activities all bowling has been suspended for the foreseeable future.  

We shall continue to follow the necessary guidelines and are ready to resume playing whenever that may be. In 
the meantime members will continue to keep in touch through social media when personal contact is not 
appropriate. The bowling community, whilst usually but not always, is at the higher end of the age range. 
However, we are a hardy lot and are determined to enjoy our bowling for, hopefully, many years to come. 

Stewart Sunman, Chairman 
  

http://www.bramhopecarlton.org.uk/
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Welcome to the unknown.  All church buildings and cathedrals are now closed for public worship and private 
prayer. Weddings and funerals cannot now be conducted in church buildings.  Baptisms are postponed.  

Tom has been ordained as a priest 20 years this year and yet he feels like he 
is learning everything from scratch.  He is working to the same mission brief, 
but it is interpreted in a new way.  We are working out different ways of 
keeping in touch.  This starts with the telephone and gathers pace in terms of 
technology to use e-mail, our website and Facebook.  We have even held 
meetings by Zoom and you may have seen some of Tom’s fantastic videos.  It 
seems ironic that we would like Tom and his message to go “viral” whilst 
avoiding this awful virus in our midst. 

We are posting short videos, prayers, and reflections each week on the St 
Giles Facebook page and website.  The St Giles Review magazine is now 
available as an electronic publication for the first time. 

Tom and his wife, Helen, with guest appearance from Betty the dog, did a 
great video for our children who were missing Pizza Sunday.  As well as eating 
pizza, Helen recommended a fruit salad to keep us healthy in body and looked 
at the Fruits of the Spirit to keep us healthy in mind, particularly thinking 
about grapes and gentleness.  You can watch this video on our Facebook page 
and website. 

Our pastoral care team has been making sure those we know who are vulnerable have support they need at this 
difficult time.  We have also been pleased to be in touch with the Bramhope Coronavirus Community Help Team 
and communicate their efforts on our Facebook page. 

So, the learning curve using all this technology has been steep, but our message stays the same and we learn 
new ways of coming together as a worshipping community as our Church buildings are closed.  

Words matter in all this.  We must not use the language of 
‘social distancing’, but, rather, ‘physical distancing’. Social 
interaction is now more important than ever; we just have 
to be more creative about how we enable people to interact 
without touch, contact or, sometimes, presence.  

Do visit our website at www.stgilesbramhope.org.uk and 
find our Facebook Page @stgileschurchbramhope.  If you 
would like to receive our virtual services and e-mail 
updates, let us know by e-mailing us at 
hello@stgilesbramhope.org.uk. 

We look forward with hope to being “AC” (After Covid). 

With love and prayers from everyone at St Giles Church. 

Vicar: Revd Tom Lusty 

vicar@stgilesbramhope.org.uk  

http://www.bramhopecarlton.org.uk/
http://www.stgilesbramhope.org.uk/
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OUR CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT: “Together as a 
Church family we are aspiring to love God, the Community 
and each other through worship, prayer, learning, service 
and outreach.” 

 

The coronavirus crisis has closed our Sunday services and midweek 
activities, but the church is still at work in the community.  Please 
check our website for the latest news. 

On Easter Sunday you’re invited to place a spring flower on the Cross 
outside the church as a sign of hope in troubled times. 

In Giving we Receive 

One of my surprise Christmas presents was The Book of Joy which 
describes a week of conversation about joyful living between 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama.  Here’s a quote from 
Archbishop Tutu: ‘I mean simply to say that ultimately our greatest 
joy is when we seek to do good for others.’ 

It’s a challenging idea in good times but what about now in this 
coronavirus crisis?  Naturally we’re concerned for our own health and 
that of our immediate family: are we safe, have we enough supplies, 
will we come through this crisis OK?  Alongside attending to our own 
needs, I want to encourage everyone to continue to reach out 
generously to others. 

Food banks are facing pressing demands while supplies are under pressure.  Look out for opportunities to give. 

Christians in the Holy Land are being hit hard by the coronavirus crisis with inadequate health services and the 
almost total loss of income from tourists and pilgrims.  To find out more about one charity supporting Palestinian 
Christians facing destitution visit www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk 

Support your immediate neighbours by keeping in touch and offering help when needed.  It’s been amazing to 
see such astonishing numbers of people signing up as volunteer helpers with the NHS. 

Each of us has limited resources, we can’t support every good cause, we have to choose.  But I urge everyone to 
give to others as generously in time, energy and money as you can.  It’s an essential ingredient for getting 
through this crisis together.  As Archbishop Justin Welby said in his nationwide broadcast:  ‘Don’t succumb to 
the temptation to pull up the drawbridge.’ 

Discover hope this Easter by giving generously to others. 

Rev Roger Smith 

Minister: Rev Roger Smith  email roger.smith@methodist.org.uk 
Deacon: Jenny Parnell   email jenny.parnell@methodist.org.uk  

BRAMHOPE ART CLUB 

Art Club members have enjoyed a very varied programme over the winter months working in 
oils, watercolour, acrylics and pastels.  There have been several well-presented demonstrations 
and we have recently held an exhibition of our work in Rawdon Library.  

We are currently keeping in touch with each other and as a club via the internet.  Members are 
displaying their pictures there and comments are invited.  There are suggestions to try a "virtual" meeting via 
the internet too - that will be a first for us!  But painting goes on at home......of course it does! 

For more information ring Jeff on 01423 508867 

Dorothy Mercer 

http://www.bramhopecarlton.org.uk/
http://www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/
mailto:roger.smith@methodist.org.uk
mailto:jenny.parnell@methodist.org.uk
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SPORTY TOTS, CRAFTY KIDS AND BABY ZONE 

In September 2016 a small team of us wished to create a friendly environment where carers of young children 
could make friends.   Thanks to the support of Councillor Billy Flynn, the Parish Council and Bramhope Village 
Hall our plan came to fruition.  Nearly four years on our group of volunteer helpers has increased in size and 
every Monday during Term Time you can come and have fun with us. 

Our general format for Sporty Tots is the same each week.  At 9:15 am we have a ‘sporty’ warm-up in the hall.  
Following this we play a few number games before starting off with the week’s sport.  Over the past term we’ve 
played hockey, tag rugby, tennis, football and basketball.  After our sport we take time for a spot of Mindfulness 
with ‘Liz’s Yoga for Kids’ which the children and adults alike thoroughly enjoy.  To ensure that we totally wear 
our Little Ones out we conclude our Sporty Tots session with some running, skipping, galloping and jumping.   

By this point everyone is ready for a cuppa and a snack and our trusted Diane and Brian never disappoint.  With 
a complimentary hot drink in hand, parents and grandparents sit down together to enjoy a great natter amongst 
friends old and new, as do the children!  When the cups are empty and the biscuits long gone it’s time for a 
story.  The children love sitting in front of the storyteller and engage in the week’s toddler friendly story book.  
The story often links with the week’s theme in Crafty Kids. 

At 10:30 am the children take their adult by the hand and rush them into Crafty Kids, where they discover thanks 
to Kate, Jane, Joan and Judy the week’s carefully prepared crafts.  This term we’ve been focusing on ‘Weather’, 
so far the children have made a rainbow, a weather gauge, kites and wind socks.  A definite favourite during 
Crafty Kids is the play-dough area, once your child hits this mat you know you can settle down with them, get 
creative and have a chat with the adults around you. 

After everyone has helped to pack away we get out some musical instruments or we may simply sing a few 
Nursery Rhymes.  Our morning session always concludes with a lively dance to the Hokey Cokey.  At this point 
we hope that everyone’s Little Ones are thoroughly worn out and are ready for home and a rest! 

Unfortunately our last session for Sporty Tots and Crafty Kids was on Monday 16th March but we’re looking 
forward to starting up again as soon as it is safe to do so.  We have been using our What’s App group to keep in 
touch.  For example families are sharing craft ideas, Facebook links and short circular walks within Bramhope.  If 
there’s anyone who has a toddler or preschooler who would welcome this type of support they can pm me 
through our Bramhope Sporty Tots Facebook page. 

Rachel Ford 

75TH ANNUAL BRAMHOPE VILLAGE SHOW 

The annual Bramhope Village Show is scheduled to be held on Sunday 13th September from 1 pm at the Village 
Hall. 

In these current unprecedented times, due to the COVID-19 impact on the UK and the government guidelines, 
we will advise closer to the date if the show will take place. 

Please stay safe and take care. 

Kimberley Hill 

Chair of Bramhope Village Show 

http://www.bramhopecarlton.org.uk/
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2nd Bramhope 
We ended last term with a trip to Harewood House 
(pictured above) where we toured the house and 
gardens, visited the birds and mini farm and made 
our own Christmas lanterns! (See the photo on the 
left) 

This term, the Brownies have had a visit from the 
Guide Dogs which we hope to raise some money for 
later in the year, we have completed our Innovate 
and World Thinking Day badges, lots of Brownies 
have also achieved some badges at home - such as: 
Baking, Painting, Performing, Dancing, Aviation and 
lots more. 

All the Brownies and Leaders are looking forward to getting back to our usual action-packed activities soon! 

Rhianna Critchley 

 

4th Bramhope Brownies 

4th Bramhope Brownies have welcomed three new brownies this 
term - welcome Olivia, Izzy and Rosie!  The Brownies have been busy 
creating outfits for their favourite soft toy, painting positive 
messages on pebbles and having a yoga session.  They have also 
enjoyed a road safety session, particularly when it was their turn to 
drive!  

4th Bramhope Brownies is 50 years old in April and we are looking 
forward to celebrating in the summer! 

If you would like to get in touch with us, please email 
4thbramhopebrownies@gmail.com 

Sophie Hardaker 

 

 

 

BRAMHOPE METHODIST FILM CLUB 

At the time of writing, regrettably, like many other groups, the Film Club has ended for this 
season.  Looking back, we enjoyed helping to organise the Bramhope Tunnel Film. A full house 
enjoyed poetry, music and stories.  A big thank you to all who put in a lot of work to make the 
evening a success.   

We hope members and guests have enjoyed the films we did manage to see, finishing with The 
White Crow about Rudolph Nureyev’s defection to the West.  We intend to show Fisherman's 

Friends (scheduled for this April but cancelled because of the shutdown) next season.  Current restrictions are 
making any decisions about the choice of future films very difficult, however, we shall do our very best to 
organise a programme whenever that might be.   

Gillian Acomb 
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The Bramhope Rolling Scones had a great start to 
2020.  We began the year with The Two Voices, the 
singing duo of Tom Kowalski and Ben Priestley, 
trained tenors, who helped us Celebrate the New 
Year in Style with a program of pop, swing, songs from 
the shows and opera. (pictured left)  Susan Rumfitt 
(from the BBC Antiques Roadshow) gave a talk 
Diamonds are Forever about jewellery and her life,  
And former housekeeper from Chatsworth House, 
Christine Robinson, gave us Tips, Tales and Tipples 
from her time in service at the house. 

We are a very friendly and inclusive group and our 
aim through the current Coronavirus crisis is to 
maintain contact and support our members, explore 
technological solutions that allow virtual meetings 
and continue to plan for a positive future so we can 
begin our groups, outings and main meetings as soon 
as we can. 

During this difficult time, we encourage everyone to 
stay safe and look after those around them, especially 
those at high risk from the virus 

BRAMHOPE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

It's hard to believe it was only a week ago that we closed our doors to the majority of our school community. 
We all knew it was coming, of course but it was still a shock to find ourselves catapulted into what could well be 
the last day of the academic year.  Children and parents alike were clearly in a state of shock and disbelief, there 
were tears, farewells and lots of 'when this is all over. 

The world feels a different place now and so does school.  We have been open every day for the children of key 
workers and will remain open through the Easter Holiday, including both Bank Holidays. 

Like many people, I have been impressed and humbled by the staff who have left their own families to care for 
our children.  I could not be more proud of their commitment and determination to help in any way they can.  
Whether that be in school or at home, planning lessons or supporting others, everyone is doing their bit.  

Home schooling is proving a steep learning curve for everyone.  Too much and we risk creating stress in what is 
already a stressful situation.  Too little and the children's learning will fall behind; it's a difficult balance at a 
difficult time.  Our aim is to keep children learning whilst enabling parents to focus on what is really important: 
staying safe and looking after each other. 

A huge thank you to our key workers, our teaching staff and our hugely supportive parents.  We look forward to 
welcoming everyone back to school, whenever that may be.  

Rachel Colbourn 

Head of Bramhope Primary School 
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WEST PARK LEEDS RUFC  

Ladies Premiership Bid 

Exciting times lie ahead for West Park should the Rugby Football Union approve the club’s bid 
for the ladies' squad to compete in the Tyrrell’s Premiership next season.  The move could see 
the team playing against high profile clubs such as Saracens, Bristol, Harlequins and Wasps. 

West Park’s Ladies 1st XV is the most successful team outside the current Premiership, having 
finished top of Championship North for the last three years.  Making the step up to the highest level has been a 
long-term ambition for the club.  It would also bring huge benefits for talented younger players in the U13, U15 
and U18 squads, giving them a direct pathway to the top, right here in Leeds. 

Following significant financial investment in 2008 The Sycamores has all the facilities required to be in the 
Premier League including a state of the art clubhouse, terracing, floodlighting and an all-weather pitch.  

Entering the elite of women’s club rugby would mean the ladies team would be locked into the Premiership for 
three years and enjoy the benefits of no promotion or relegation.  The RFU’s decision is due any day now. 

Forward Look 

The impact of COVID19 means all fixtures, training and events, including the July Beer and Music Festival, have 
been cancelled until further notice.  For further information visit www.westparkleeds.com or Facebook 
@WPLRUFC 

Under 13 Girls Player Recruitment 

If you’re aged 11-13 years and interested in joining the club's successful girls side contact Sian Partridge, Girls 
Section Team Manager for further information on 07885 912366 or email:wplgirls@yahoo.co.uk 

THE BRAMHOPE BOOK EXCHANGE 

I have taken the decision to close the Bramhope Book Exchange for the time being.  The signs have been removed 
and you will see a notice on the door saying "CLOSED until further notice". The germs can survive on metal for 
16 hours, so it's just not worth the risk.   

Tracy Cratchley 

West Park Ladies 1st XV Winners of Championship North 2019/20 

http://www.bramhopecarlton.org.uk/
http://www.westparkleeds.com/
mailto:wplgirls@yahoo.co.uk
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PLANNING MATTERS 

Millers – Spring Wood Development  

Building work by Miller Homes is suspended because of the Covid-19 emergency.  The roadworks by LCC 
continue but with all appropriate social distancing practices. 

Drainage issues 

Contractors have cleared the culvert which runs under the A660 and takes the stream which crosses Jubilee 
Copse between The Poplars & The Birches.  Thirty-three new drains/gullies will be installed on the A660 between 
High Ridge Way and the Kings Road roundabout as part of the highways works for the development. 

Yorkshire Water have assessed the capacity of the sewer network for its ability to accept the flows from the site 
and agreed to two connection points.  The bulk of the sewers from the development will drain to the Yorkshire 
Water sewer in Leeds Road near the junction with The Poplars. 

Storm Clara (8-9th Feb) produced a 1 in 22 years rainfall event.  However, the main cause of the flooding on ‘The 
Trees’ was a private culvert, 80-90% blocked by two plastic buckets.  PLEASE KEEP YOUR CULVERTS CLEAR.  In 
advance of Storm Dennis (14-16th Feb), and after consulting the Yorkshire Water and the Environment Agency, 
Millers arranged for pumps to remove excess water. 

When ‘Lake Bramhope’, the attenuation basin, is fully operational it will provide storage for the runoff from the 
new development and ensure it does not exceed the original green field rate. An allowance for climate change 
will be included.  The landscaping plans have always included a pond on this part of the site. 

Affordable Housing – for Yorkshire Housing 

There will be an increase of 11 dwellings in the north eastern part of the site.  Some of the plots originally 
planned for detached houses will now contain semi-detached.  This will increase number of affordable homes 
above the 35% required by Leeds City Council.  Build time for the development could be reduced by 25%.   

Affordable houses are aimed at those wanting to get on the housing ladder. There is expected to be a 50/50 split 
between shared ownership and rented.  Each plot will be valued at ‘local’ prices (in this instance Bramhope 
prices.)  Yorkshire Housing will be marketing and managing the ‘affordable’ housing on the other parts of the 
site.  ‘Affordables’ will be built in the same styles and external finishes as the other houses on the development. 

Bus layby adjacent to The Poplars, Jubilee Copse 

The new layby site has been moved slightly. This has meant the loss of a two hawthorn trees. The Parish Council 
will be requesting replacement trees plus replacement planting of daffodil bulbs by the new layby.  

Councillor Diane Fox 

 

Leeds/Bradford Airport  

Three alternative routes were proposed for the new access road to the airport.  There was extensive public 
consultation.  The Parish Council made a formal submission objecting to Routes A and B (new roads from the 
A65) because of the impact on Green Belt, and questioning the value of Route C (an upgraded A658).  The Council 
supported development of a railway station.  In January Leeds City Council decided against all three routes but 
supported the Park and Ride railway station for improved access.  This does NOT mean there will be no new 
roads as access roads would be needed to the railway station, the new terminal and the business park. 

Subsequently Leeds Bradford Airport has put forward proposals for a new airport terminal that would enable 
the airport to become carbon neutral in its non-flying operations.  Pre-planning consultations with Leeds City 
Council are in progress.  The planning application will include a request to extend night time flying hours.  (LBA 
is allowed 1400 flights during the period 11 pm to 7 am, and in 2019 reached that limit.) 

Councillor John Howard 
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VANDALISM ON JUBILLEE COPSE 

In the Winter 2019 issue we celebrated the planting of saplings donated by the Woodland Trust at various 
locations around the village.  On 7th March this year councillors discovered that almost all the newly planted 
trees on Jubilee Copse had been vandalised or stolen.  Evidence suggested the latter.  This is the second time in 
recent weeks that items have been removed from Jubilee Copse and is reminiscent of the mean thefts of bedding 
plants at the Memorial Gardens.  If you observe such acts, please report them to the Clerk.  

PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE 

The Precept is unchanged for the year 2020/21.   

Community Infrastructure Levy 

What is CIL?  A charge set by the local authority on a new development to help fund infrastructure, facilities and 
services needed to support new homes and businesses.  The developers of the new Spring Wood estate are 
paying Leeds City Council a significant amount of money.  10% of the CIL goes directly to the Parish Council to 
spend on local projects. 

So how much money will Bramhope & Carlton Parish Council receive?  Three equal tranches of £99,000 at 6 
monthly intervals beginning in May 2020, and a smaller tranche in November 2021. 

Are there limitations on how the money can be spent?  Yes.  The money cannot be spent on the day to day 
running of the council and must be spent on projects that benefit the community as a whole, not on individuals, 
religious or political organisations.  There is also a time limit.  The money should be spent within 5 years of 
receipt or LCC can take steps to reclaim the money.   

Who decides how the money is spent? The Parish Council.  There should be consultation with the community 
and Ward Councillors, but ultimately the decision is in the hands of the Parish Council.  The Parish Council must 
also report on the LCC and Bramhope & Carlton PC websites the amounts received and how spent. 

Will the Parish Council be consulting with residents, and if so how?  Of course.  This newsletter is the first step.  
When we are again in a position to hold an Annual Parish Meeting, it will be a major topic. 

Does the Parish Council have any projects in mind?  The Parish Council has a range of capital projects proposed 
for the next 5 years, mainly focused on maintaining or improving the considerable number of assets owned by 
the community.  But there may well be other potential schemes that would benefit the community and local 
organisations.  When we return to more normal times, a formal application process will be set up. 

 

SLIDE AND STEPS AT THE KNOLL 

Leeds City Council have agreed to the Parish Council's application to release £15,000 of S106 money held by LCC 
from previous developments in Bramhope.  (S106 was the forerunner of CIL.)  The funding picture for the new 
slide and steps is now £15K of S106 money, £10K from the National Lottery and £3.5K from the Bramhope Trust. 
The outstanding amount will come from the CIL funds – around £23K. 

 

Bramhope & Carlton Village Newsletter is published three times a year by Bramhope & Carlton Parish Council 
to inform residents of Parish Council policy and actions and to provide a means for village institutions to ensure 
their activities reach a wide public. 

The current editor is Councillor John Howard. 

No responsibility is taken by the Parish Council for the views expressed by individual contributors.  Photographs 
and articles are published on the basis that appropriate permissions have been obtained by the submitter. 

Printed by Thistleprint Ltd. Telephone 0113 204 0600 
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WE MAY BE IN LOCKDOWN BUT WE CAN STILL SMILE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From St. Giles Church a truly 
Yorkshire comment, and Tariq at 
the Village Newsagent has 
brightened our lives with his shop 
window notices. 

During this difficult and challenging time it’s 

important that we all look after ourselves and each 

other. 

The most important thing is to follow national 

guidelines to help stop the spread of coronavirus: 

• Stay at home unless absolutely necessary 

• Stay 2 metres apart from others when you do 

have to go out 

• Do not meet others outside your household, 

even family and friends 

http://www.bramhopecarlton.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

