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Hedgehogs are now on the UK Red List of species vulnerable to extinction. Read inside as to how you can help.
(Photo courtesy of British Hedgehog Preservation Society)

It was a long time before I could pronounce the word coronavirus; I seemed to have a mental block! Now it
trips off the tongue as easily as all those other frequently used words whose meanings have changed – bubble,
shielding and tier. At last we have the phrase that we've all been waiting for - “there's light at the end of the
tunnel”. Due to the tireless work of researchers, vaccines are on the horizon. We now know that families will
be able to celebrate Christmas together and I know that many are looking forward to this. Unfortunately there
are those within our community who have already had to forgo their religious celebrations but I hope that
they will take some comfort in being able to meet with their families soon.
Unfortunately events at the Bramhope Village Hall such as the Halloween parties and the Christmas Market
and Lights Switch-On could not go ahead. These are organised by the Bramhope Social Committee which was
set up to arrange events not only for the benefit of the community, but also to raise much needed funds for
the Village Hall. The Social Committee has continued to operate as they were determined that there would be
some activity for families to enjoy this Christmas. Details of the Christmas Trail which they have organised are
enclosed and I thank them for all their hard work. We can soon put 2020 behind us and look forward to
getting through the tunnel.
May I take this opportunity to wish you all the very best for Christmas and a happy and, hopefully, Covid free
New Year.
Hilary Harris
Chair, Bramhope & Carlton Parish Council
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PLANNING MATTERS
Miller’s Springwood Development
Drainage Issues
Concern over the drainage from the development has continued with meetings and correspondence to ensure
that all issues are identified and solutions implemented. Heavy rainfall resulted in water containing silt
entering the watercourses downstream from the development. This water was tested for hazardous wastes.
The results produced very low readings with the majority being below the level of detection, which gave no
cause for concern. Three temporary filtration basins have been constructed to improve water quality. Once
the water reaches a certain level within the basins it will enter a water treatment facility and be pumped off
site. This mitigating action has an Environment Agency Permit.
Landscaping
The Parish Council continues to liaise with Leeds City Council Highways and Miller Homes over the visual
aspects of the roadworks and the development.
LCC Highways have ordered 18,000 daffodil bulbs to replace those which were removed from the grass verges
and Jubilee Copse. Two rowan trees have also been ordered to replace the trees removed to accommodate
the new bus layby (Otley bound) at The Poplars. Arrangements are in hand for planting the bulbs and the
trees.
As many of the new lampposts are adjacent to the Conservation Area (Jubilee Copse) the Parish Council has
requested that they are painted black. Other lampposts on the A660 were painted black several years ago.
The Parish Council have submitted a design for the landscaping of the new roundabout to LCC and Millers. The
aim of the design is to reflect the character of the drystone walls bordering the Spring Wood development via
a low drystone wall which will ‘snake’ across the roundabout. The planting suggestions include multi stemmed
native trees, evergreen shrubs, low groundcover planting, low maintenance perennials and possibly some
wildflowers, to give seasonal interest, colour, and structure. At the time of writing the council is waiting for a
response to the design.
A660 roadworks
These are nearing completion. Unfortunately, the time period for the resurfacing of the A660 had to be
extended due to the weather conditions.
Convenience Store
Offers via informal tender have been invited by Millers for the freehold site of the Convenience Store. The
access road to the convenience store and the development is expected to be completed by the end of
December.
New Parish Council Noticeboard
A new noticeboard has been ordered by LCC Highways to replace the old one located by the bus stop at the
wine shop. The new board will be located on the eastern side of the A660 in the vicinity of The Poplars
pedestrian crossing.
Councillor Diane Fox
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COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY
The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a charge by the local authority (Leeds City Council) upon developers
to fund the infrastructure required to support new homes and businesses. 85% goes to LCC and 15% to the
Parish Council to be spent on local projects.
Significant reduction
The Spring Wood estate is so large that significant sums will be paid in CIL. In March we were provisionally
advised that CIL payments would amount to £396,368, paid in 4 tranches between May 2020 and November
2021. In September we were told that the amount of affordable housing on the Spring Wood estate has
resulted in a dramatic reduction of CIL. The Neighbourhood Fund (I.e. the amount allocated to Bramhope and
Carlton) has been reduced to £306,241. This means that a reappraisal of expenditure and may mean less is
available as grants for community organisations.
Parish Council Projects for CIL Funding
Two key projects are already identified. The Pavilion at the Recreation Ground is in need of major renovation
and improvement. A working group has been set up to define requirements and scope the project. Creation
of a Village Caretakers workspace/storage area, will be linked to this development. Cost is anticipated to be in
the region of £100,000. The Cemetery Improvements project includes rebuilding parts of the wall, resurfacing
the layby and gravel paths.
A review is to be undertaken of all our properties and planned capital expenditure over the next 3-5 years to
identify best use of the CIL. Village assets that may require replacement or maintenance include the
playground at the Knoll, the Puritan Chapel, the village car park and Jubilee Copse.
The New Steps and Embankment Slide at the Knoll, on which much time has been spent, has encountered
planning permission issues due to the location and affected trees. Other options may need to be considered
and will form part of the 5 year review.

PARISH COUNCIL GRANTS – THE FIRST AWARDS
The Summer edition of the newsletter explained that CIL moneys and Covid-funding had enabled the Council
to establish two new grant schemes for local organisations. There are now three grant schemes:
• Community Grants - up to £500, to start new organisations or fund new projects
• Covid-19 Emergency Support Grant – up to £1000 for organisations whose income is adversely affected
• Community Infrastructure Levy Grant for projects that will make a lasting contribution to the community
Details of the schemes and how to apply are on the village website. There are time limits on the availability of
grants, and the money available through CIL is much less than originally planned, so it is advisable to apply
sooner rather than later.
The first grants under the new schemes have been awarded. A CIL Grant of £13,806 has been given to the
Village Hall to complete the refurbishment of the main hall including replacement blinds, the floor in the Main
Hall and new external doors, including an automated door to enable easier access for pushchairs and those
with mobility issues. The grant recognises the central role that the Hall plays in community life. A Covid-19
Emergency Support Grant of £1,000 has been given to Bramhope Bowls Club as they have significant ongoing
maintenance costs while income has been significantly reduced.

MORE CHANGES AT THE PARISH COUNCIL- and A VACANCY
After 7 years of service to the Parish Council, Rob Haswell has sadly decided to leave us. Rob is a quiet
unassuming man with a gentle sense of humour who never sought the limelight, so many of you may not have
come across him. However, his expertise and attention to detail proved invaluable in his capacity as Chair of
the Planning Committee. He guided us through the complexities of the Miller Homes application and ensured
that the voice of the Parish Council was heard in respect of design and landscaping. I know that the new Chair
of Planning, Diane Fox, has taken on board much that she learned from Rob. Since standing down, Rob has
continued to offer planning advice to our Clerk for which we are most grateful. We will miss him.
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Campbell Cowan has joined the Parish Council. A retired consultant cardiologist who has
lived in Bramhope for 33 years, Campbell is one of the Bramhope Village Hall Trustees,
leading the very successful applications for grants to refurbish the Hall. He is the second
new member of the Council to join whilst we have been unable to hold physical
meetings. It is difficult to have the same interaction through Zoom meetings but we
warmly welcome him and hope that it is not too long before we can meet in person.
Ian Robinson joined the Council to fill the vacancy for the representative for Carlton. He
has worked hard to establish a relationship with the residents, but it has proved difficult
to represent an area where he does not live. He therefore decided to stand down from
that post and filled a recent vacancy for a Bramhope representative. We are delighted that he is staying with
us.
This leaves a vacancy for an interested volunteer to represent Carlton so that the views and interests of the
people of Carlton are represented. Please contact the Clerk if you are interested.
Hilary Harris
Chair, Bramhope & Carlton Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL CHARITY OF THE YEAR
You will recall that the Parish Council adopted Carers Leeds as their charity of the year. Unfortunately, due to
the Covid-19 restrictions, it has not been possible to carry out the usual fundraising activities or promote
awareness of their work. Below is an article that illustrates the invaluable work carried out by the charity, also
providing useful contact information for those who may benefit from their services. If you feel able to do so,
please consider making a donation to the charity to help them to continue with their vital work.
Hilary Harris Charity Liaison
Looking after a loved one with an illness or disability brings many rewards,
but can also bring challenges too, especially during the current crisis. But
thanks to Carers Leeds, the charity dedicated to supporting unpaid carers
across the city, you don’t have to struggle alone. Their expert team of carer
support workers continue to provide vital information, advice and support
throughout this difficult time. COVID-19 has changed the world for all of us but Carers Leeds remains open for
business.
A carer is someone who, without payment, provides
support to a friend or relative who due to illness,
disability, dementia, mental health issues or a
substance misuse problem, cannot manage without
their help. You might not have thought of yourself as
a carer but if this sounds like you, get in touch with
Carers Leeds. Their advice line is open Monday-Friday,
9am–5pm.
Call 0113 380 4300 or email
advice@carersleeds.org.uk.
They are also running online support groups and wellbeing sessions. These groups are a fun way to relax and
have a break from your caring role. For full details, visit their website: www.carersleeds.org.uk/events
For up to date news you can subscribe to their informative newsletter, visit their blog, or find them on social
media @CarersLeeds.
If you wish to make a donation to support the work of Carers Leeds, you can do so online at
www.localgiving.org/charity/carersleeds
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GAPS AND PRICKLES
One of my earliest memories is of being scooped out of bed by my
parents and carried outside in my nightclothes to watch a hedgehog
fossicking in our garden. Sixty years on and I am still fascinated by these
delightful creatures. So it was great when our Bramhope WI arranged
for a talk via Zoom from Paula Baker of Suffolk Prickles Hedgehog
rescue.
Worryingly we learned that in the UK hedgehog numbers have declined
from 32 million in the 1970s, to 1 million in 2010 and now to half a
million in 2020! So at risk are they that they have been added to the UK
Red List as a species vulnerable to extinction.
Fortunately there are things we can all do to help and there are lots of
sources of information with guidance and ideas, from signing the British
Hedgehog Preservation Society (BHPS) petition to get Government
protection for hedgehogs, to collecting piles of leaves and letting
corners of our gardens be a bit wild. Who knew that hedgehogs ‘hot nested’? In summer they have 4-6
different nests, moving on after one or a few nights. They also make more than one nest for their winter
hibernation.
WI members have already, with family and friends, made or bought
hedgehog nest boxes and feeding stations, which are quite easy to make
and very rewarding to witness being used but, please, NO bread and
milk, mealworms or peanuts.
Simple things like picking up discarded rubber bands and similar items
from pavements will help, remembering that hedgehogs are not the only
creatures to get horribly caught up in such things, and to check for
sleeping hedgehogs before strimming or lighting bonfires.
Many of our WI members were inspired to go and put into practice
something that will be of enormous help, the creation of hedgehog
highways. Hedgehogs need to roam 1-2 km a night and yet our fences
and walls stop them. Creating gaps, just 13 cm by 13 cm, in our
boundaries will allow hedgehogs free passage. A cooperative effort from
all of us would make a massive difference.

Photos courtesy of British Hedgehog
Preservation Society

BHPS, in partnership with the People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) has
set up an initiative called Hedgehog Street. There is a free app full of tips and
advice, that shows the numbers of hedgehog highway holes and hedgehog
sightings for every postcode/street. We are really lucky to be so close to Harlow
Carr, the RHS garden near Harrogate. They have examples of Hedgehog Street
gardens to give all of us inspiration.
Other activities could include using a non-toxic ink pad to get visiting hedgehog footprints and, for those that
like a mathematical and geographical challenge, drawing on a map a hedgehog’s range of 10-20 hectares (for
some males it’s 30!) to get an idea of just how many hedgehog highway gaps there need to be.
Some sources of helpful ideas, leaflets and information:
• www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk (There’s a 10 point guide to helping hedgehogs and an award winning
animated film called Hedgehog Close.)
• People’s Trust for Endangered Species ptes.org
• Hedgehog Street www.hedgehogstreet.org
• Suffolk Prickles suffolkprickles.org (This has instructions on how to build a feeding station.)

Jane Rigby
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BRAMHOPE IN BLOOM
During a very challenging time our group has remained positive and managed to tackle most of the jobs that
we normally do whilst maintaining government guidelines. We all know how flowers and tended gardens can
cheer us up and how, in the process, the people who maintain them also benefit, giving purpose and
achievement to their lives.
The 30 barrels around Bramhope that we plant up required refurbishment and thanks to “Crack on Keith” and
Juris, the village caretaker, they were given a coat of Cuprinol. This had to be done before the winter/spring
planting of 900 polyanthus in October. Our group also tackled the weed infested area along the roadside
down Breary Lane which unfortunately could not be planted with wild flowers in Spring due to lockdown.
Seeds from last year’s poppies gave a welcome splash of colour.

Thanks to the vigilance of Mary
Motivator, some of our group and Duke
of Edinburgh boys removed the
Himalayan Balsam from the area at the
side of the gravel path near the Jubilee Copse on Leeds Road. Balsam, a pernicious but pretty weed that can
clog waterways and undermines our natural wildflowers, is classed alongside Japanese Knotweed. Chopper
Chris cut back the privet at the back of the chapel guided by Precise Pam who noted he needed more off in the
middle! Peter the Pruner used his skills in the school garden, lopping the lower branches off some trees.
Persuaded
Paul, under
the
guidance of
wife Dainty
Debbie,
built a bug
hotel for
the school
garden. A
rainbow
over the
playground
completed
the picture.
If you wish to meet more of us e.g. LOL Lisa- forever cheerful and positive, Conservationist Carol – we should
all take a leaf out of her book, Cath x 2 – Competent, Available, Tenacious, Hardworking, then contact Janet
07919 087745 janet.hobson@hotmail.co.uk
Disclaimer: no favouritism or ill intentions are given in the use of alternative names for our volunteers!

Janet Hobson
Chair, Bramhope in Bloom
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REMEMBRANCE DAY 2020
Covid-19 meant that Remembrance
Sunday was always going to be very
different. The Parish Council, supported
by the Bramhope Branch of the Royal
British Legion was determined that, if at all
possible, some form of commemoration
should take place. So a simple ceremony
was planned, compliant with the current
safety guidelines. Then the announcement
of a new lockdown from 5th November
suggested that no form of Remembrance
Day celebration would be allowed
Thankfully, after days of speculation and
contingency planning, government guidelines were issued on Tuesday 3rd November enabling an act of
commemoration to take place, subject to appropriate precautions.
So at 10.45 in the Memorial Gardens on a very foggy Remembrance Sunday morning the Reverend Tom Lusty,
Vicar of St Giles, spoke the opening words of this Act of Remembrance. Wreaths were laid by the Deputy Lord
Lieutenant, Humphrey Boyle, the Chair of the Parish Council, Hilary Harris, and by representatives of the Royal
British Legion, the two churches, and the Scouts, Guides, Beavers, Cubs and Brownies. The two minute silence
was observed, the Last Post rang out, John Broadley recited the Exhortation (They Shall Not Grow Old),
Reveille was followed by the Kohima Epitaph spoken by David Marshall. The Reverend Roger Smith, the
Methodist Minister, read out the names of the fallen from the two World Wars. Finally a stirring rendition of
the National Anthem was played over the PA system so provided by our local butcher, Nigel Stringwell.
As the public could not gather to witness the service, the event was live streamed to the Parish Council
Facebook page and to the St Giles Facebook page. It can also be found on YouTube. There has been a
fantastic response to this innovation. Hundreds saw the event live and the video has been widely shared by
residents with relatives and friends, attracting over 2,500 likes to date. This illustrates just how important the
event is to so many people. Thanks are due to our Clerk, Nicola Woodward, for the filming, and the ever
helpful Nigel Stringwell for the streaming technology.
On Wednesday 11th November, the actual anniversary of the Armistice, a small company gathered at the
Memorial for the two minute silence. The Vicar led prayers and the Kohima Epitaph and Binyon's Exhortation
were read again. The event was also filmed and posted on Facebook.

2019 POPPY APPEAL
The Royal British Legion Bramhope Branch Poppy Appeal grand total for the 2019 campaign is
the exceptional figure of £15,858.00. This is made up of £1,483.27 from Bramhope Shops and
Primary School, £746.91 from House to House collections, £1,136.85 from Leeds/Bradford
Airport , £611.74 from Pool Shops and Primary School, £1,331.27 from Cookridge Shops,
£3,413.21 from Waitrose, Meanwood and £7,134.75 Tesco Seacroft
As you can see the Bramhope Branch is responsible for collections not just in the immediate area but at key
retail locations further afield. Our thanks go to all the collectors and contributors for their sterling efforts.
If all goes to plan the Branch will again hold the Annual Band Concert in July 2021 which will be in celebration
of the Royal British Legion's centenary.
John Broadley
Chair, Bramhope Branch, RBL

www.bramhopecarlton-pc.gov.uk

facebook.com/bramhopecarlton

Follow us@BramhopeCarlton

Clerk to the Council – Nicola Woodward – 07530 900934 or email clerk@bramhopecarlton-pc@gov.uk

7

BRAMHOPE & CARLTON VILLAGE NEWSLETTER – WINTER 2020
As mentioned in the previous newsletter, the first
lockdown meant an end to the café after one
successful event. Instead we began deliveries, a
cream tea from Gemma at the Corner Cup in June,
followed by a Ploughman’s Lunch in July and in August fish and chips (from Popsie’s).
Our deliveries were very well received but we knew that
due to Lockdown some of our recipients were struggling
with loneliness and with understanding the situation. On
top of this, some carers were finding it hard to cope with
the restrictions, especially being unable to have visitors to
support them. So we came up with a new idea - ‘themed’
bags of goodies. The idea was to provide some treats,
activities and stimulation to those both living with
dementia and their carers too. Each themed bag always
contains something to eat, puzzles, poems, songs and
activities to stimulate talk and recollections. Our first bag
was a Back to School bag containing a packed lunch of
sandwiches, fruit, a cake (from The Village Bakery) and a
drink. The bag also contained a blackboard, bookmark, an old-fashioned card game and reminiscence
activities related to school days. Since then we have delivered an Autumn bag (complete with conkers on a
string and a special Gingerbread Man biscuit) and recently our November bag which focussed on Bonfire Night
and Armistice Day with baked potatoes, parkin and bonfire fudge as our seasonal treats.
We try to source the treats locally e.g. jam from the Methodist Church, apples from a volunteer’s garden,
homemade parkin and fudge. The people we deliver to are all living with dementia, some alone and some
with their carers. Our volunteers are incredibly creative and have great ideas, we love putting the bags
together and making our deliveries and we look forward to the day when the café can be up and running
again. If you know of anyone in Bramhope living with dementia or are a carer please contact:
catherinebirkby@outlook.com mobile 07821 626500
So far we have not had to do any additional fundraising as the donations we received when we set up the café
are financing the bags. One of our volunteers, Kath, got us off to a great start raising money by running 10K.
We are also grateful for the support of many local businesses and for the monetary donations from Mone
Bros, CID Group, Jennings Design and local volunteers whose donations are enabling us to continue to finance
these deliveries.
Catherine Birkby

Bramhope Village Volunteers (BVV) is the legacy group
of Bramhope Coronavirus Community Help and we can
help residents in the village with difficulties they may be
experiencing such as shopping, fetching prescriptions
and getting to and from appointments. Our assistance
is not specifically related to problems caused by Covid19 and the group will run indefinitely.
If you have a problem or know somebody who does please contact us on bramhopevv@gmail.com by
Facebook at #BramhopeVillageVolunteers or on 07941-253316 (Sue) and we will try to assist you.
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Reflecting on life since lockdown in March
Pastoral care is happening in a multitude of ways: over the
phone, garden visits, through loving care and concern
communicated by notes and cards, with over 50 of our
Church members getting a call each week as a way of
keeping in touch.
We have continued to collect items for appeals through careful quarantine. Our Harvest Appeal supported the
Leeds North West Food Bank. We have two Christmas collections ongoing: for toys distributed across the city
by St Richard’s Church, Seacroft; and for items as Christmas gifts for St George’s Crypt. It is a delight that both
Church families in Bramhope have had the time and energy for an additional appeal for winter clothing for the
asylum seekers residing locally.
One of the wonderful things since we went into lockdown is that an extra 50 people beyond the 'regulars' are
joining our on-line services. Mystery worshippers clicking on the links keeps us on our toes! If you are one of
them, thank you for joining us. We hope it sustains you and remains helpful in these unprecedented times.
Looking ahead to Christmas
In the December edition of the St Giles Review we look back at how we
were able to do Christmas in 2019, which has made us wistful at how
much has changed. (See photo right). Over 600 people attended our
services on Christmas Eve last year.
As from December 2nd churches are open for acts of worship, with
appropriate safeguards. We recognise that things are going to be a lot
quieter, but we will be celebrating Christmas.
Services are on a first come first served basis with a maximum capacity
due to social distancing of 60 people of in the Church and Church Hall. Face masks must be worn and contact
details given for test and trace.
Sunday 20th December 9.30 am Parish Communion. Sadly no Nine Lessons and Carols LIVE but we will be
doing a virtual version.
Christmas Eve 10.30 am Holy Communion Book of Common Prayer
4 pm Christingle (see below)
11.30 pm A brief Midnight Communion service.
Christmas Day 9.30 am A brief Christmas Communion
Christingle is a St Giles tradition so we plan to hold three
services: Sunday 13th December, the usual Christmas Eve
service, and Sunday 31st January next year, all at 4.00 pm.
Booking in advance is essential: because of social
distancing restrictions we unfortunately cannot allow
access to anyone who has not booked beforehand. See
the poster left for details of the three people to contact
for each of these services. One gain from the smaller
numbers is that is safe to have real candles, but glowsticks are also available
All proceeds from these services go to support the work of
the Children’s Society.
Best wishes for a safe and hopeful Christmas from me, Nick and Angela my Churchwardens, Jenni the PCC
secretary and all the team at St Giles’ Church.
Tom Lusty, Vicar at St Giles
(We are emailing our virtual Sunday service and our monthly St Giles Review to everyone for whom we have an email
address. If you would like to receive a copy of either, or both, please email hello@stgilesbramhope.org.uk and we will be
happyto add to you to our list)
www.bramhopecarlton-pc.gov.uk

facebook.com/bramhopecarlton

Follow us@BramhopeCarlton

Clerk to the Council – Nicola Woodward – 07530 900934 or email clerk@bramhopecarlton-pc@gov.uk

9

BRAMHOPE & CARLTON VILLAGE NEWSLETTER – WINTER 2020

Bramhope

Minister Rev Roger Smith
roger.smith@methodist.org.uk

Methodist Church
www.bramhopemethodist.org.uk
www.facebook.com/BramhopeMethodist

OUR CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT: “Together as a Church family we are aspiring to love God, the
Community and each other through worship, prayer, learning, service and outreach.”
After several months of seeing the doors of the Methodist Church firmly closed, some of you may have noticed
that during September and October we were well and truly open! We were very optimistic as the restrictions
eased and we began to plan to open the Church for services at the beginning of September. An abundance of
face masks and gloves were ordered, and we even had ‘no touch’ hand sanitisers installed in the foyer and the
hall! We completed a detailed risk assessment of the Church and on Sunday 6th September we opened our
doors for the first time since March.
On average we’ve been welcoming 15 people to our Sunday services. Many of those attending are people
who perhaps live alone, or do not have access to our online services. It was great to see people in person and
to have a socially distanced chat after the service. The Church was also ‘open for prayer’ on Thursday
mornings and although this has been suspended, we plan to reopen the Church one morning/week in the New
Year.
We will be back worshipping on Sundays throughout December and donations of new toys and books for the
Salvation Army are currently being collected and will be blessed at our Toy Service on Sunday the 13th
December (please telephone 0113-267 3143 to arrange collection of donations if you are unable to bring to
Church). Our Carol Service will be held on Sunday 20th and our Christmas Celebration with Holy Communion
will be held on Christmas Day. All Services start at 10 am.
We have managed to hold some events and to continue to worship online and hold weekly Zoom prayer
meetings. We have held Zoom coffee mornings, one for a toilet twinning charity, (our toilets are now twinned
with toilets in Mozambique and Malawi!) and for the work of the MHA. We have donated clothes to refugees
living at the Parkway and our Harvest Festival supported the work of the Salvation Army. We managed to fill a
small car with tinned and dried food, there was just enough room for the driver! We are currently supporting
the work of the charity Hidden Homeless of which one of our members is a volunteer, going out two nights a
week providing food and warm clothes to those living on the streets on the outskirts of the city.
Our church hall has reopened and after the current lockdown we hope to see the groups return to their
activities.
Bramhope Friends - Sadly the founder of this group, Ewart Lewis, who set it up several years ago, in
association with OPAL, died in October. Up until February this year he was a regular attender at the meetings,
and always enjoyed the talks and company of the group. At the time of writing we are not sure when the
group will restart, as many of the members are elderly and need to be very careful, but the volunteers are
keeping in regular contact and we are all looking forward to meeting again.

We wish you all a peaceful and happy Christmas
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BRAMHOPE BOWLS CLUB
This year our bowling season was significantly curtailed due to the restrictions
imposed as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. Finally, in the middle of May we were
able to resume social bowling albeit on a limited basis and this did enable members
to enjoy our sport with some limited social interaction.
As I reported in the Summer Newsletter our member Michael Blackburn passed away during the early part of
the season after contracting coronavirus. The Club was in contact with his wife, Rosemary, during this really
difficult period and in due course, following discussions with her, it was decided to organise a Club
Competition in memory of Michael. This competition for The Michael Blackburn Memorial Trophy, will be
held annually and this year’s inaugural winner was Anne Mackman who defeated Carole Garside in a keenly
contested final. We were delighted that Rosemary, together with her two sons, was able to come along and
present the trophies.
Unfortunately, due to Covid, it was necessary to cancel all our usual social and fund raising activities, including
our ever popular Quiz Evening. This obviously had a significant effect on our annual income so the Club is
extremely grateful for grant support received from Sport England, Leeds City Council and Bramhope & Carlton
Parish Council. With this assistance we have been able to meet all our financial commitments and to continue
to keep the green in excellent playing condition following the purchase of a mower to replace the old model
which, at the worst possible time, finally gave up the ghost after 25 years sterling service.
We now look forward to next season with optimism in the hope of better and safer times ahead.
Stewart Sunman Chairman

WEST PARK LEEDS RUFC
The club is celebrating the news
that former player, Zoe
Aldcroft, has been awarded
England women’s player of the
year. Scarborough-born Zoe
made the 70-mile round trip to
West Park Park Leeds RUFC every weekend from the
age of 12. She quickly showed her talent for the
game representing Yorkshire Under-15s and later
joined the England Under-20s side. Now playing for
Gloucester-Hartpury, in 2019 she became one of the
first players to be offered a full-time professional
player's contract.
West Park’s girls and ladies sections are always on the
lookout for new players.
Anyone interested
ladies@westparkleeds.com.

Zoe (far right) pictured here with other former West
Park girls representing Yorkshire Under-15s

should

contact

e:

wplgirls@yahoo.co.uk

or

Training
Prior to the latest COVID lockdown plenty of young people were training regularly down at The Sycamores. The
club looks forward to welcoming them back when restrictions have been lifted.
West Park is grateful to members and the local community for their continued support during these
unprecedented times.
For further information visit www.westparkleeds.com or Facebook @WPLRUFC
For further information on club fixtures, news or events visit http://www.westparkleeds.com/ or Facebook
@WPLRUFC.
Helen Lister
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The 2020 season was a strange one for HBCC as we, along with everyone else, tried to adapt
to a different world. The delayed start to the season in July meant we had approximately half
a season, but it was met with huge enthusiasm as everyone just seemed relieved to play
some cricket and expend some energy. All the games were understandably played under
certain restrictions to ensure risks were minimised, but that certainly did not dampen
anyone’s enthusiasm and that attitude seemed to be shared by all the other clubs in the league, which made
for an enjoyable season with a number of games that went to the last ball with all results possible, one of
which resulted in a rare tied game at Kippax in the wettest game of cricket in anyone's memory.
There is a promising batch of young players coming
through at the club. This season saw Luke Schoeman
making a big impression and regularly featuring
alongside dad Rick in the First XI, and the Second XI
saw some amazing performance from the youngsters
as they secured fourth position in Division 4 against
some much more experienced teams.
The square at The Rec is undergoing its off-season
overhaul, overseen by Dave Ward and his merry band
of groundsmen. Obviously, we hope that the situation
in 2021 allows for a full season of cricket, and we have
to plan and prepare for this.
As always, we are always keen from new players,
volunteers or sponsors who may be interested in getting involved with the club, so if you are interested,
please get in touch with me Mark Stelfox on 07802 896489 or markastelfox@gmail.com

MEMORIES FROM THE RECREATION GROUND - BRAMHOPE CRICKET CLUB 1950-1960
(News of the Pavilion refurbishment prompted John Broadley to submit this memoir of its predecessor).

The original entrance on to the field was through a gate at the Old Lane / Sugar Lane junction. The ground was
much smaller than it is now. The Pavilion was a decent size with a veranda, double doors opened into a dining
and kitchen area with changing rooms and ladies' room at one end, and the Gents outside behind a corrugated
screen. The floor, typically for this period, was pitted with spikes from the boots and a strong smell of linseed
oil wafted on the air. The roof had a small dove cote style turret with a shield showing the club emblem: three
stars and two crossed bats. The score box was to the left of the Pavilion, a wood structure of some height to a
small boy like myself. A door swung out to display the score, held in place by a rigid pole.
No League cricket was played only friendlies; usually on a Saturday. There were a few Sunday fixtures, but
some players were also in the Church Choir and expected to attend evensong at 6.30. The Vicar would come
to the ground to ensure they finished in time! Many local lads made up the team and the standard was high.
David Tomlinson and Keith Hutchinson both had trials with Kent.
In 1952 Bramhope hosted the Northern Cricket Society annual
Boxing Day fixture. Brian Close and Don Wilson, amongst other
Yorkshire stars, played for the Society which started the annual
fixture in 1949, visiting different clubs each year. (The match is
still played on Boxing Day but now takes place at North Leeds
Cricket Club each year). The newspaper report of the match
said 'long winter coats were worn on a cold grey day and the
dinner served afterwards was enjoyed by all'. There is a
fascinating film on the Yorkshire Film Archive which claims to be
the Bramhope match but is probably a mixture of clips from
different years, with one game were the ground is covered with
snow!
www.bramhopecarlton-pc.gov.uk
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HEADINGLEY FLOWER CLUB AT BRAMHOPE
Like many other Organisations and Clubs, the way forward under these
challenging times has been to hold the monthly Club meetings via Zoom.
The first meeting was in September with Martin Fish as the speaker. He
is passionate about gardening and features regularly on television and radio. The following
month Vanessa Wellock demonstrated live via YouTube and we were treated to three
arrangements: a harvest ring for attaching to your door or wall, a handtied and a
contemporary arrangement. Two talented Club members led our November Workshop which
was very successful with a high number of participants. Using flowers from the supermarket
and foliage from the garden, we were shown how to do a handtied and a number of seasonal
arrangements for both Autumn and the festive period. It inspired members to be creative and
buy flowers! The annual Christmas Demonstration is the highlight of the year even under
Lockdown. Christine Hinchliffe gave a spectacular and festive display and members were
encouraged to have a drink of their choice with mince pies which is the Club’s custom.
We look forward to 2021 and happier occasions when demonstrations and social events
resume. They will be on the first Friday of the month but check the website for when they do.
http://headingleyflowerclub.co.uk/

Joy Smith (Chairman)

Facebook @HeadingleyFlowerClubatBramhope

We celebrated our 7th anniversary at our main meeting in
November and although we are still unable to meet face to face, we
raised a glass and toasted our success so far via Zoom
We have kept as agile as possible over the summer and as the
COVID restrictions changed made the most of what we could do and arranged activities as they were allowed.
This has enabled us to hold several ‘Get Togethers’ on the recreation ground, sitting in socially distanced
groups of 6, visit York Gate Garden, although that meant us arranging 4 separate visits of 6 , and the walking
groups have managed to arrange walks with a maximum of 4 each time
Our main meetings continue via Zoom and this has
enabled us to book speakers from further afield
including Portugal and Suffolk. Our November
speaker, Paula Baker of Suffolk Prickles Hedgehog
Rescue, talked to us about the plight of Hedgehogs
and inspired members to take action. Jane Rigby
has written an article for this newsletter and others
have committed to providing homes for hedgehogs,
feeding stations and helping create hedgehog
highways through their gardens.
To keep our members entertained and connected
over the winter we will continue to hold our main
meetings via Zoom with speakers covering a range
of topics including costume design in theatre. We
Socially distanced visit to York Gate Garden
have extra activities planned from a workshop
making gift bags to a tongue in cheek talk from the Baroness of Bolsover on the etiquette of afternoon tea.
Hopefully in the next newsletter in Spring our news will be of meetings in the St Giles Church Hall and face to
face extra activities. We send our best wishes to the village for the festive season and New Year
Get in touch via the website, email – bramhopewi@gmail.com telephone or text 0782 133 0953.
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BRAMHOPE ART CLUB
Sadly, in common with most other clubs and societies, Bramhope Art Club have been unable
to hold their usual weekly meetings at the Village Hall since early Spring. We have all missed
the company and the chat, the instructional art talks and tackling the varied projects which
have been on our programme. However, members have been determined to make the best
of the situation and from the start we have had "virtual" meetings on most Monday
evenings at 7 pm on Zoom.
We have a project to paint during the week, these have included seascapes, animals, country scenes,
townscapes, shadows, clouds and highland cattle to name a few! These are then shown at the Monday Zoom
meeting for critique and help. You can see a selection of our completed works in the mini-gallery below this
article.
The programmes have included short quizzes too, many on art topics but various other subjects too - the latest
on horse racing! Projects of the week yet to come include Making a Christmas Card, Still Life, Composition and
Childhood Memories.
We have spent a lot of time discussing our future plans and we have a new programme drawn up for next year
but members felt at the moment that they would not be happy to start our usual meetings at the Village Hall
until late Spring at the earliest.
In the meantime, people are most welcome to take part in our Monday Zoom meetings - for details contact
Jeff on 01423 508867.

Dorothy Mercer
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What a year! We started September with a hefty risk assessment ready
to welcome back all 308 pupils following months of continued disruption.
The whole school was split into ten tight ‘bubbles’ with class teachers and
support assistants assigned to each one. At that stage, we all thought it
was best to keep it simple, err on the safe side and start with a restrictive
schedule. However, this, like many other aspects of our lives, has
become the norm.
Unfortunately, the increased tightening of restrictions has meant that a
number of our planned changes to the school day are still on hold. For
example, it is not possible for us to have mixed bubbles eating in the
school hall together. We are not able to set for maths lessons or group
bubbles together at playtime or for larger, group interventions. We have
also had to change the way we operate after school sports clubs; we can no longer have bubbles mixing
outside for sport and we are only able to open school to a very limited number of visitors.
All of this puts added pressure on our teaching staff, who have their own home pressures and family
challenges. It is only through their continued determination to do the very best for the children that we have
been able to ensure that everyone has settled back into school life. Our staff are working extremely hard to
ensure that the Bramhope school experience is as normal as possible. Having spent the first half of term
focusing on English and maths, we are broadening our curriculum to include all subject areas. In addition, we
are finding ways to enrich our curriculum in virtual ways, for example virtual whole school assemblies or using
VR headsets to enhance history lessons. Outside of lessons, we have done our first remote Book Fair and are
still running some parts of school life as before - such as our recent whole school focus on Remembrance or
the visit of our ‘Inspirational athlete’ James Kirkby today.
Of course, like many schools, we have had to close bubbles. This means that over 120 children have had to
self-isolate at home, a huge impact not just on the children themselves but also on their parents who have had
the impossible job of trying to support their children with ‘home learning’. We do not underestimate the
pressure this puts on parents and families and have done our best to provide a like for like curriculum through
remote learning. This has meant children using Google Teams to log on for daily teaching sessions with their
child’s teacher. Parents and children have really benefited from this support I know and at least the period of
self- isolation is time limited (14 days) rather than stretching away as it did over the summer term.
As we head into December it is strangely quiet in school with none of the usual carol singing, Nativities or
Christmas Concert. We won’t be having our whole school Christmas dinner, the key stage parties or the last
day ‘sing a long’. All I can say is that like everyone, we’re really looking forward to the year ahead and the
chance to become a proper school community once again. Thank you to everyone for their support in recent
months. Here’s to 2021 and a return to school life as we know it.

Rachel Colbourn
Head of Bramhope Primary School
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Despite Beavers not being able to meet face to face, we have
stayed in contact with our group via Zoom. We have had many
photos and pieces of evidence sent to us to show the elements of
badges they have been working towards at home. A Halloween
themed Zoom call meant Beavers were able to dress up in their
Halloween costumes, show us their carved pumpkins and play games including musical statues and Halloween
bingo. We ended the call with a Create a Mummy game: 3 minutes and up to 3 toilet rolls to create a Mummy
out of a willing sibling or parent. It was great fun!! Trick or Treating couldn’t go ahead this year, so a
Halloween trail was created around the village and the Beavers were invited to stop by the Scout Hut to collect
their named Halloween goody bag, including the badges they had worked hard to achieve whilst in lock down.
(These were placed in a safe place with alcohol gel at the ready.)
On Wednesday 11th November, Beavers, along with the
other groups, wore their uniform proudly to school and
observed a 2 minute silence to show their respect to the
armed forces community, past and present.
Beavers and Cubs locally are looking forward to the Virtual
Festive Fun Day organised by Central Yorkshire Scouts in
December. It’s promised to be a day full of Christmas
themed crafts, baking, challenges and the children even
get the opportunity to meet and speak to Santa via Zoom
We will let you know how we get on! We are keeping
everything crossed that we can resume some face to face
sessions at some point next year.

Rebecca Nuttall and Jo Green, Beaver Leaders
What a fantastic start to our new school year! We are incredibly proud of
all our children who have adapted so well to our Covid-19 measurements
and a big thank you to all our staff and parents who have been so
supportive as always.
We have welcomed lots of new children and families this term who have
settled in really well. We have enjoyed getting to know each other and taking part in various activities which
linked to our first topic ‘All About Me’ as well as learning about Autumn, Halloween, Bonfire Night, Diwali,
Remembrance Day and Children In Need.
We will shortly start to begin to prepare for Christmas as it is
slowly creeping up on us! We will be practising and singing
Christmas songs as well as choosing Christmas songs to dance
to for our Wake Up Shake Up routines! Once Santa’s postbox
arrives at preschool, we will enjoy writing and posting our
Santa letters as well as creating Christmas cards for our loved
ones.
We are also so proud to say we won a Day Nurseries Top 20
Nursery award for the whole of the UK – what an amazing
achievement!

Vida Tohidloo
Nursery Manager
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EWART MORTON LEWIS 1927-2020
On October 18th, a week before his 94th
birthday, our dear Honorary President,
Ewart Lewis, Chairman of the Trustees of
the Village Hall for 25 years died at the
grand age of 93. This short piece cannot
cover the extent of the influence this
kind, gentle lovely man has had on our
local community.
Ewart had welsh roots which he never
forgot. After serving in the Fleet Air Arm
until 1947, he came to Leeds where he
met his wife-to-be, Alma Ridsdill. In
April 1953, they married and moved into
their first house in The Birches,
Bramhope. When their son, Ian, and
daughter, Heather, were born, they
moved to Tredgold Avenue where he
lived for the rest of his life. His beloved
wife, Alma, died in 2003. He became a
grandfather to Andrew, Joanne, Daniel
and Lucy, and great-grandfather to Isla.
He was very proud of them, as they were
of him.

Ewart formally opens the revamped Tennis Club HQ

Ewart became Northern Regional Manager for The Prestige Group and he remained there until his retirement
in 1986. He then dedicated his time to his family and the local community. He was a faithful member of
Bramhope Methodist Church, a caring thoughtful man, always aware of the needs of others who always had
time to listen. He led the Church's Prayer Chain, hosted regular theological discussions, and helped establish
much of the Church's outreach work. In conjunction with OPAL, he created Bramhope Meeting Point at the
church, where the over 60’s could meet for an afternoon of fellowship, fun and a cuppa. In the early 1990’s
Ewart, along with Alma, set up the Annual Plant Sales, a Bramhope institution.
Perhaps his greatest contribution was as Chairman of the Village Hall Trustees where his hard work and
dedication sustained this vital village centre. In 1994 he had a triple bypass which severely impacted his
health, but his remarkable energy and willingness to seek new avenues seemed undiminished. He was a
stalwart of the Bowls Club, organised the Friday Bridge Club, ran the Farmers Market at the Hall, introduced
touring theatre groups as part of the Hall's offerings and who could forget his famous egg flipping game at the
Bramhope Show? Amazingly Ewart was still a very active Chairman until the age of 91. In recognition of his
tireless works for Bramhope, Ewart was very proud to be invited to one of the Queen’s Garden Parties at
Buckingham Palace.
It is sad that, because of Covid-19 many could not attend his funeral which was held on the 13th November
2020, but it is hoped that a Memorial Service for him will take place in the future.

Anne Barrowman,
Chair of Trustees, Robert Craven Memorial Hall Charity
Bramhope & Carlton Village Newsletter is published three times a year by Bramhope & Carlton Parish Council to inform
residents of Parish Council policy and actions and to provide a means for village institutions to ensure their activities
reach a wide public.
The current editor is Councillor John Howard.
No responsibility is taken by the Parish Council for the views expressed by individual contributors. Photographs and
articles are published on the basis that appropriate permissions have been obtained by the submitter.
Printed by Thistleprint Ltd. Telephone 0113 204 0600
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BRAMHOPE VILLAGE HALL
On September 28th we opened our doors again and welcomed back some of our regular groups. Howard
Carlisle’s Art School were first across the threshold followed by Yoga, Table Tennis, Toddler Sense and Martial
Arts. It was so lovely to have the building back in use. We formed a Covid subcommittee and we have strictly
followed Government guidelines for village halls to ensure the building is as safe as possible. Our Manager,
Peter, has done a great job of putting these guidelines into practice. Arrangements include: a system to
ensure members of one group do not come into contact with any other groups using the building at the same
time; thorough cleaning of every room(including lavatories) between groups; sanitiser gel available at key
points throughout. We are continually reviewing current guidance and updating our procedures accordingly.
Sadly we had to cease hosting activities on November 4th, but we will welcome you back as soon as the rules
allow. All group leaders should contact Peter when their group is able to return to be advised of the
arrangements now in place.

The lockdown has enabled Project Phoenix to make great strides. The huge task of renovating the wood
panelling in the main hall has been completed and it looks really beautiful. We have installed a new fully
insulated ceiling and new lighting in the main hall. We have also replaced all the internal doors leading from
there with new insulated soundproof ones - you really cannot hear what is going on in the next room!
Additional funding from the Parish Council has enabled us to complete the main hall work with the restoration
of the floor to its former glory and new blackout blinds at the windows. The Parish Council has also funded
new external doors, with a main door button for disabled entry. We are very grateful to the Parish Council for
all their support.
However, there is much more to do, and we will continue to look for further funding. We have had very little
income since March, and all the usual fundraising events such as the Bramhope Show have not taken place.
The Social Group and our treasurer, Kate, have set up a Just Giving page to raise some funding.
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/Ourbramhopevillagehall If you would like to make a donation or hold a
sponsored activity to raise funds please use this link or contact me:
We are looking forward to opening our (new) doors and welcoming everyone back! Hopefully it won’t be too
long before we can all meet again.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all!
Peter Wright, Manager, Bramhope Village Hall
Anne Barrowman, Chair Trustees Board
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THE BIGGEST QUIZ NIGHT EVER – DESPITE LOCKDOWN!
I have organised a pub quiz at The Fox in support of Children in Need every year since
2013. But how can you organise a pub quiz during lockdown, not to mention a raffle
with an auction for the top prizes? With technology and ingenuity! We held the quiz
online, using Zoom and WhatsApp.
Quiz night was Friday 20th November. It was probably the biggest quiz night ever in Bramhope. There were
39 teams and over 200 people took part. Quizmasters Steven LeBeau and his wife Margaret put all the
questions together. They have been running a small quiz night every Tuesday since the beginning of lockdown
and used their experience for a much broader operation. They did an amazing job as they had to check 390
answers every round.
We got great messages of support in videos sent by the
Brownlee brothers, David Willey, the Yorkshire and England
cricketer, and Amy Garcia of BBC Look North.
We had an amazing list of raffle prizes: a light ai craft flight
over Leeds (courtesy of Mark Frankland); a helicopter flight
courtesy of Steph Helijet Aviation, prizes donated by kind
individuals and by the generous village shops including Lily's,
the Village Bakery, Popsie's, the Fox & Hounds, The Corner
Cup, the Bramhope Deli, Number 11 Beauty, Rosieflo, Village
Pizza and Le Raj. Thank you to everyone who donated.
(Apologies if I have missed anyone out).
The raffle was very complex to organise as we had sell tickets
over the phone and via Messenger and WhatsApp, writing
names on the paper tickets and sending confirmation photos
back. Hundreds of tickets were bought on the day, and without
the help of my neighbour Sian Kastelik, I would have been overwhelmed.
The quiz itself was run through a WhatsApp group set up just for the quiz. The members were the quizmasters
and the 39 team captains. The members of each team were in touch with their respective captains through
Zoom. The quizmasters sent each set of questions to the team captains via the WhatsApp group. The team
captains then had 15 minutes to discuss the questions with their team on Zoom, before sending the answers
back on a different number so no one could see each other's answers.
I then did the auction for the two major prizes and drew the raffle prizes by short videos on WhatsApp while
the quizmasters checked all the answers. The aircraft flight was won by the Rick Procter team for £250 and
the helicopter ride by Mark Bower with a bid of £176. Meanwhile the the quizmasters checked all the answers
and decided who was the winning team. Two teams had the same score, so the winner was decided by a tie
breaker question.
And how did we do? Just Amazing. Over the past seven years the annual quiz night has raised between £1000
and £1400 pounds but this year we have beaten all previous records raising £3,626.00 (+ £681.50 Gift Aid) for
BBC Children in Need, almost 3 times the previous
highest total.

TEAM BRAMHOPE (see left) also completed the
Annual 3 Peaks Challenge in August raising
£2000!
75% donations went to The Candlelighters Trust
and just under 25% went to the Imran Khan
Cancer appeal in Pakistan.
Tariq Qadeer,
Bramhope
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PARISH COUNCIL BRIEFING
Puritan Chapel Gates
New wrought iron gates have been installed and add to the appearance of this historic building.
Annual Carol Service in the Puritan Chapel - cancelled
Though carol services are allowed from 2 December, they must be assessed against very strict guidelines on
social distancing and "safe singing". The layout of the Puritan Chapel makes it impossible to meet these
standards, so with regret, the Council has decided that there will be no Carol Service this year.
Knoll Playground re-opening
The playground was re-opened in October after the annual safety inspection. The national restrictions from
5th November allow outdoor playgrounds to remain open. Notices at the Knoll advise of restrictions on use
and guidance on Covid-19 safety precautions. It is not feasible to clean the equipment and users should take
appropriate steps. This is consistent with the approach at other local authority playgrounds.
New website and email addresses
The Council has implemented a new email and website domain bramhope-pc.gov.uk. There are significant
advantages in terms of security and data protection. The village website is now www.bramhopecarlton-pc.gov
though the old website address will still link to it. All councillors and the clerk bow have new email addresses.
Government Planning White Paper
The Parish Council submitted a formal response to the government proposals for a radical revision of the
planning system. Proposals for better design standards and greater energy efficiency were supported but
moves to enable automatic approval of development except in protected green space, and potentially reduce
local control over planning decisions were opposed.
www.bramhopecarlton-pc.gov.uk
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