
  

Annual Report May 2019 – October 2021 

The Annual Parish Meeting is a key element in ensuring that the work of the Parish Council is transparent.  The Council presents the parish 
finances for scrutiny and reviews past and planned activities.  It is also an opportunity for residents to ask questions and make their views 
known. 

Covid-19 prevented the holding of the Annual Parish Meeting in May 2020 and in May 2021.  The Open Village Forum scheduled for 13th 
October was intended to carry out the same function, but continuing infection levels meant it was not possible to hold a meeting with an 
expected audience of 80 while following recommended safe practices.  Limiting attendance through a ticketing scheme would have 
invalidated the meeting as a valid consultation exercise open to all 

In its place the Council has produced this Annual Report for the period from the last Annual Parish Meeting held in May 2019 to the end of 
October 2021.  It covers all the topics that would have been presented at the Open Village Forum.  A key topic is the Community Infrastructure 
Levy and the use of that funding.  I hope you find it informative and interesting. 

We welcome your comments and feedback.  Please email the Clerk at clerk@bramhopecarlton-pc.gov.uk, use the feedback form on the 
village website, or write to Bramhope & Carlton Parish Council, Robert Craven Hall, Old Lane Bramhope, Leeds LS16 9AZ. 

Hilary Harris  
Chair, Bramhope & Carlton Parish Council 

mailto:clerk@bramhopecarlton-pc.gov.uk
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Finance Overview 
The Parish Council splits the budget into a Revenue Account and a Capital Account.  Capital income, Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and grants received 
for specific projects cannot be spent on the day to day running costs of the council.  Shown below are details of the income and expenditure for both 
categories for financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

2019 -2020 

  

£57,087 (68%) of Parish Council income for 2019/20 provided by the precept, 
collected from households via Council Tax.  

Other income includes recovered VAT, rent and donations.  

General Administration includes salaries, insurance, rent. 
Grants awarded to the Village Hall and Bramhope in Bloom 
Village Maintenance covers expenditure on services and maintenance 
of all Council owned properties including the Playground, Puritan 
Chapel, Cemetery, Jubilee Copse and Recreation Ground. 

Capital Income 

In 2019/2020 capital income of £11,500 was received in grants, for expenditure 
on a new slide.  It is anticipated that the new slide will be purchased in 2021/22. 

 

Capital Expenditure  

In 2019/2020 four projects were paid for from capital funds: 

• Replacement benches at the cemetery 

• A replacement swing for the playground 

• Surfacing a section of path on Jubilee Copse 

• Improvements to the Cemetery central area (with Bramhope in Bloom)  
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2020 -2021  

 
 

£58,324 (61%) of Parish Council  income came from the Precept.  

Other income includes recovered VAT, rent and donations. 

General Administration includes salaries, insurance, rent. 
Grants awarded to the Village Hall and Bramhope in Bloom 
Village Maintenance covers expenditure on services and maintenance 
of all Council owned properties including the Playground, Puritan 
Chapel, Cemetery, Jubilee Copse and Recreation Ground 

  

In 2020/2021 capital income of £171,892 was received from CIL and grants. 

 

CIL Grants were awarded to Bramhope Village Hall and Think Like a Pony.  
Other capital expenditure included equipment repairs at the playground 
and re-pointing of the Puritan Chapel.  
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Three Year Budget Plan  
 

 Forecast Revenue Income & Expenditure  Forecast Capital Income & Expenditure 

 Revenue 
Income 

Revenue 
Expenditure 

Surplus/ 
Deficit 

General 
Reserves 

Closing 
Balance 

 Capital 
Income 

Capital 
Expenditure 

Surplus/ 
Deficit 

Capital 

Reserves 

Closing 

Balance 

2021/22 £117,219 £99,742 £36,608 £136,843  £145,647 £165,686 -£9,961 £163,219 

2022/23 £85,426 £95,156 -£9,730 £127,112  £0 £32,600 -£32,600 £130,619 

2023/24 £96,122 £95,360 £761 £127,874  £0 £97,600 -£97,600 £33,019 

Precept 

The Precept, an additional charge on your Council Tax bill, is the main income for the Parish Council.  The current Precept is £30.50 for a residence rated as 
Band D, and houses in higher brackets pay a proportionately higher amount.  The Precept for Bramhope & Carlton Parish is exceptionally low compared to 
the national average of £74.35 for a Band D property.  The Precept has not been changed since 2010 and there are no plans to increase the Precept in the 
next two to three years, unless residents wish the council to fund a special project such as traffic calming measures or for the council to provide a major grant 
towards a community organisation.  A Parish Council can legally increase the Precept by any amount, as required to fund any future Capital Expenditure.  

Capital Projects 2021/22 

Completed projects:  Cemetery repairs and improvements; repairing flood damage to the Jubilee Copse path; new planters at Carlton; wildflower planting at 
the Knoll and Recreation Ground; additional tree planting in a number of locations. 

New Slide at the Knoll 

Replacing the landmark long slide at the Knoll has proved a lengthy process.  We were initially 
unable to source a direct replacement and a more elaborate bespoke solution was identified.  
Escalating costs and planning issues meant a return to the drawing board.   

A slide has now been found that is much closer to the original but will be in a slightly different 
location.  Railway sleeper steps will provide a playful route up the bank.  This is a costly project 
currently budgeted at £30,000.  A grant of £10,000 from the National Lottery Awards for All fund 
has been received and the Bramhope Trust has pledged £3,500, but the bulk of the money will 
have to come from Parish funds.  These are: proceeds from land sales in 2019 (which can only be 
used for capital projects); S106 money accrued to the village from earlier developments and CIL 
moneys. 
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Refurbishment and extension of the Pavilion at the Recreation Ground.   

This is a major project with a budget of £105,000 including fees and VAT and will be funded from CIL 
monies.  

The location is within the green belt and within the Bramhope Conservation Area. 

The current building was constructed in the 1980s and is now badly in need of renovation.  The project 
includes refurbishment of the changing, shower and toilet areas, provision of separate facilities for 
umpires/referees.  We are also incorporating facilities for people with disabilities.  Within the extension 
area we are looking to provide additional communal space, refurbish the kitchen area and provide 
storage space and a working area for the Village Caretaker. 

With current focus on green issues, we are also looking at improved insulation and installing solar panels. 

The current position is that we have engaged an Architect/Project Manager who has drawn up plans and 
a planning permission application has been submitted. 

Planning Report  
The Parish Council Planning Committee has met 44 times since the last Annual Parish Meeting in May 2019 to review some 220 planning applications; an 
average of 18 meetings per year address approximately 80 planning applications.  In many instances, when planning applications comply with national and 
local planning policies and guidelines, the council’s response will be "no comment".  The council will also, even while not objecting, remind LCC (the Planning 
Authority) of relevant policies and guidelines that should be enforced.  In cases where development breaches guidelines or is likely to damage the village 
environment, the Council will object.  Major applications relating to elements of Spring Wood Park, Leeds/Bradford Airport and the Parkway Station receive 
detailed comments and recommendations even if the Council neither supports nor objects to the development.  Such comments do bear fruit, particularly 
with regard to landscaping, tree planting and visual impact. 

Over the last 18 months the Parish Council has also: 

• Considered 5 planning applications relating to planning conditions for Spring Wood Park, mostly landscaping. 

• Attended a meeting at Leeds Civic Hall concerning Spring Wood Park 

• Examined 3 planning applications concerning Leeds/Bradford Airport:  the new terminal building, the associated works and landscaping and the 
Parkway Station.  

• Commented on the Government’s Planning White Paper – Planning for the Future 

• Formulated a policy for commenting on applications and notices for tree works 

• Formulated a policy regarding the loss of grass verges and damage to verges 

• Submitted a design for the landscaping of the new roundabout associated with Spring Wood Park. 

• Commented on the landscaping around the proposed convenience store. 

• Submitted detailed comments on the application for the horticultural use of land off Staircase Lane (which was refused in September). 

• Commented on the Leeds Local Plan Update which is concerned with 5 topic areas – carbon reduction, flood risk, green infrastructure, placemaking 
and sustainable infra structure. 
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Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)  
CIL is a charge set by the local authority on a new development to help fund the infrastructure, facilities and services needed to support new homes and 
businesses.  85% of the levy goes to Leeds City Council, 15% goes to the Parish Council to spend on local projects.  The Spring Wood Park development has 
generated £306,241 in CIL funds to be paid to the Parish Council in 4 instalments, with the final instalment received in October 2021.  

Deciding how CIL moneys are spent: 

• can only be spent on projects that benefit the community as a whole, not on individuals, or religious or political organisations. 

• should be spent within 5 years of receipt or LCC can take steps to reclaim the money 

• The Parish Council determines how the money is spent 

• Consultation with the community and Ward Councillors is required but the decision is in the hands of the Parish Council 

Consulting with the Community 

Detailed information on CIL has been included in past Village Newsletters to ensure residents are aware of the funds and Parish Council thinking on the use 
of the funds.  Other schemes, not yet identified, may also be of benefit to the community and local organisations.  

The Parish Council welcomes ideas and suggestions from residents.  Please let us hear your views. 

Capital Projects  

• Refurbishment and extension of the Pavilion at the Recreation Ground – wholly funded by CIL – current estimate £105,000 

• The new slide at The Knoll – partly funded by a National Lottery Grant and other grants but will require CIL funds of £16,500 

CIL Grant Scheme  

Designed to assist local community organisations, with larger, more ambitious projects which make a lasting contribution to the community.  In operation 
since 2020 and will continue to 2025 or until funds are exhausted.  Application forms and guidance on the village website. 

The Village Hall received a grant of £13,806 to complete the refurbishment of the hall including replacement blinds,  the 
floor in the Main Hall and new external doors, including an automated door to enable easier access for pushchairs and 
those with mobility issues.  The grant recognises the central role that the Hall plays in community life. 

Think Like A Pony were given a grant of £5,000 to provide a public picnic area and footpath 
improvements on the footpath running from Occupation Lane to Otley Old Road.  This is 
part of their master plan for a major development of facilities.  
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Issue and Challenges 

Preserving the Village Environment  
Bramhope is a village of distinct character, surrounded by Green Belt (despite 
the expansion of Leeds), overlooking the Wharfe Valley to the North.   

Much of Bramhope is characterised by mature trees in gardens, boundary 
hedging and the grass verges fringing many streets.   

Parts of Bramhope have a distinct open plan character with low front 
boundary walls and drives without any gates.  This open development allows 
views of gardens enhancing the green character of the village.  Spaces 
between buildings are important as they amplify the feeling of openness and 
allow glimpses of trees and other green spaces.   

The Parish Council is committed to safeguarding the appearance of Bramhope.  How can it do this? 

• Every planning application in the Parish is scrutinised by Planning Committee.  The Council will object to any proposals that are detrimental to the 
visual character of the village and introduce elements of urbanisation.  For example: over large dormers in the conservation area; overdevelopment 
that removes space between houses; loss of green verges; high fences and solid gates; removal of mature trees without suitable replacement.  

• The Summer 2021 Newsletter included a two page detailed article on the topic, giving recommendations on how 
householders can contribute to the village environment, and explaining what is/is not acceptable in planning terms.  
Planned to be available as an information leaflet early in 2022 

• Large parts of the village are within the Conservation Area established in 2011.  This helps prevent inappropriate 
development.  The Bramhope Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plan, the Village Design Guide and the LCC 
Householder Design Guide provide the core guidelines used by Planning Committee. 

Traffic Management and Road Safety 
Road safety and traffic management receive significant attention from the Parish Council.  Leeds City Council are the responsible Highways 
authority (though like all local authorities, budgets have had to be severely restricted) but the Council has an important role in ensuring 
issues receive attention, by funding measures such as Speed Indicator Devices and liaising with the police over speeding hot spots. 

The proposed expansion of Bramhope Primary School with the inevitable impact on traffic flows and parking, has caused concern to 
residents.  Parking in the area of The Cross and the changes to the A660 to provide entry to Spring Wood Park are also areas of concern.  The 
increase in traffic volumes after the end of lock down has seen the reappearance of speed and congestion problems. 

The Traffic Liaison Group was set up in August to review local traffic and highways issues and act as a communications channel between residents, Parish 
Council and LCC Highways.  Chaired by John Howard, Vice-Chair of the Parish Council, members include Ward Councillor Billy Flynn, representatives of BRACE 
(the residents group focused on the school expansion traffic issues) and other interested residents.   
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To date the group has: 

• Produced definitive lists of traffic issues a) relating to the school expansion b) for Bramhope as a whole 

• Had meetings, and further detailed discussions with the school expansion Project Manager and Traffic Officer 

• Agreed to hold a detailed review of the broader traffic issues across Bramhope with a senior LCC Traffic Officer 

• Requested video monitoring of the new and problematic A660/The Poplars roundabout 

What you can do to help: 

• Walk or cycle instead of using the car for short journeys 

• Park on your drive or in the garage instead of leaving your car on the road.  Inconsiderate parking means many roads in Bramhope are a slalom course 

• Watch your speed.  There are still those who drive down 20 mph limited residential streets at excessive speed endangering others. 

• Turn off the engine when parked to reduce pollution. 

• Report accidents and incidents to the police or failing that the Traffic Liaison Group on tlg@bramhopecarlton-pc.org.  LCC Highways need evidence 
of dangerous roads before they will act and spend from their limited budget.  Insurance claims do not register as evidence.  Posts on social media are 
of no value; they do not count as a report in the eyes of any official body. 

Climate Change 
• The Parish Council passed a motion on 24th March recognising the climate emergency.  From this date it is formal council policy to take action to mitigate 

against the climate emergency, within its powers and limitations as a Parish Council.  Climate and the environment will be considered in all council 
decisions.   

• 24 policies/actions underpin this statement in the areas of Decision Making, Finance, Buildings and Planning, Transport, Energy, Waste, Land Use, 
Campaigning, and Influencing Others.  Some actions, such as increased tree planting, were already council policy before this statement.   

• Could you set up a local Climate Action Group?  Such a group would be a valuable support but to be effective needs to be community led.  The Council 
could provide grants and advice on how to work with the Council. 

Street Lighting 
The Council has received requests for street lighting in unlit areas of the village.  The Parish Council is not responsible for street lighting.  Leeds City Council 
are the responsible authority and have made it clear that costs would be high, and many other areas of Leeds have more pressing needs to be catered for 
from a limited budget.  Suggestions have been made that the Parish Council might be able to commission lighting from Leeds City Council, paid for from 
council funds.  Costs are very large.  (Indicative figures for lighting a stretch of Old Lane are greater than the Council's annual budget.)  The Precept would 
need to be increased by a multiple of 3 or 4 for a single scheme. 

Street lighting in villages is always a divisive subject.  The safety of pedestrians at night is a key consideration.  Against that many residents are concerned 
about light pollution and see street lighting as a blight on rural and semi-rural environments. 
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